
 

 

PACKAGE OF DEMANDS 

“STOP CLOSING DOWN OUR WINDOWS” 

Demonstration 9 April 2015, 6pm, Old Church 

Amsterdam 

 

PROUD Nederland, Union for Sex Workers, observes the following with regard to the Amsterdam 
prostitution policy: 

• De Wallen district is a unique space. Sex workers feel largely safe and like to work there. Prostitution is an age-
old Amsterdam tradition that began around the Old Church. Prostitution is inextricably linked to the area of 
De Wallen. It is deeply rooted in the area’s social structure and makes the area central to the Amsterdam and 
Dutch cultural heritage.  

• With Project 1012, the city of Amsterdam has led an attack on the legal prostitution sector. Since 2007, 117 
windows were closed at the cost of tens of millions of the local community’s funds. Consequently, a total of 
300 sex workers have lost their work spaces.  

• If Project 1012 continues the way it has, 94 more windows will be closed. This means that an additional 200 
sex workers will lose their work spaces. Prostitution around the Old Church and in the Sint Annen quarter is 
poised to disappear completely.  

• For most sex workers who have lost or will lose their work space, the 19 windows that the city of Amsterdam 
wants to open with its Project ‘Your Own Window’ offer no solution. Furthermore, it is not yet clear whether 
sex workers will have a say in all management aspects of this project. In any case, so far, there is no sight on 
expanding the project if it were to be successful.  

• The city of Amsterdam has come to believe in the illusion that closing work spaces will solve wrongs in the 
licensed sector. Fact is, that the closure of brothels leads to worsening of sex workers’ position.  

• In its policy-making, the city of Amsterdam has been heavily influenced by too many horror stories about 
prostitution. It conducts moral rather than fact-based policy. By equating wrongs, coercion and other 
excesses with the profession itself, the city only strengthens the stigmatisation of the legal sector. The city 



dismisses us as criminogenous,1 economically low-end, and undesirable. At this time, we need people thinking 
with us, not against us. According to Dutch and foreign experts, current estimates about coercion and 
exploitation in the prostitution sector are unreliable, unfounded and prompted by moral judgments. 
Moreover, sex workers are not even consulted in this matter. Possible wrongs must be dealt with through 
dialogue and not with all kinds of repression.  

• In 2000, the Netherlands chose to legalise the prostitution business as a way to strengthen the position of sex 
workers. Legalisation only leads to normalisation if sex workers are treated with the same respect as workers 
in any other professional sector, and if they have an active voice in policy procedures. However, in every-day 
reality, the city uses repressive legalisation tactics that lead to worsening their position. Work spaces are 
closed, privacy is violated, and other intimidating measures are being taken. Sex workers are only seen as 
victims. They dare less and less to report problems to the police and municipal agencies, out of fear that it 
will lead to the closure of their work space.  

• Generally speaking, sex workers are insufficiently involved in the Amsterdam policy making. Very 
fundamental decisions for prostitution policy in general, and for the 1012 area in particular, are made during 
backroom talks and at the mayor’s residence. The real-estate interests that steer Project 1012 are being 
obscured. Neither PROUD nor the city’s brainstorming group with sex workers are involved in fundamental 
policy aspects such as licensing decisions and privacy agreements.  

As a result of these observations, PROUD demands as follows:  

Stop closing our windows. Project 1012 must be suspended immediately. The closure of 94 more windows 
in the area of De Wallen is to be averted. Closing windows must no longer be seen as a solution for dealing 
with wrongs in the prostitution sector.  

• More proper work spaces. Closed brothels and sex venues must be re-opened, as many as possible. All 
existing prostitution licenses must be protected through a zoning plan. Should sex workers ultimately agree 
with Project ‘Your Own Window,’ the possibility to expand this project must be explored, but not at the 
expense of existing brothels.  

• Sex work is work. In all public presentations and policies, sex work is to be treated as work. The 
normalisation of the prostitution sector must be at the centre of improving the position of sex workers. 
Wrongs must be dealt with through co-operation rather than with repressive measures. Sex workers, clients, 
and operators must not be criminalised; their co-operation should be encouraged and their privacy protected.  

• Reliable data. Prostitution policy must no longer be guided by morality. In developing nuanced data about 
the Amsterdam prostitution sector, the city should co-operate with sex workers, scholars and other reliable 
experts. Those data should be used to continuously monitor the strengths and weaknesses [of the prostitution 
sector], in order to improve the position of sex workers. Sex work must not be equated with wrongs, 
coercion and human trafficking.  

1 Note from the translator: the neologist epithet criminogeen was created by the city at some point back in 2007 or 
2008 in the context of Project 1012. It means a business or someone in that business attracts or encourages 
criminal activity, simply by being there. The city used the term a lot in public statements, mostly to describe 
prostitution businesses, coffeeshops, souvenir shops, call centers, Chinese massage parlors, and other legal ‘low-
end’ businesses in the 1012 area. The term was intended as scaremongering tactic to obtain public support for 
draconic ‘cleansing’ measures used to gentrify the area. Recently, Amsterdam’s mayor van der Laan said that one 
of the things he had done for sex workers was prohibiting further use of the term.  

                                                           



• Sex workers must be a part of the conversation. Talks should not be about sex workers but include them. 
Sex workers must be acknowledged as equal partners at the negotiation table for future prostitution policies 
in the De Wallen area and elsewhere. Sex workers must be taken seriously as hands-on experts and should be 
fully involved in all aspects in the making of policies which affect sex workers’ position. Sex workers’ 
initiatives to improve their position must be heard and, where possible, supported by the city.  

• Community strengthening. Protecting and strengthening solidarity and social bonding among sex workers 
from various origins must be acknowledged by the city as top priorities for prostitution policy.  

• Housing and services. Sex workers should receive support for obtaining affordable housing, access to bank 
accounts, insurances, and other basic services, which members of other legal professional sectors are normally 
entitled to.  

• Transparency. Prostitution policy and real-estate policy in the De Wallen area must be strictly separated. The 
city must provide full access to financial and other details. Decisions are not to be made in back rooms.  

Restoring trust. The city should actively pursue restoring a relationship of trust between sex workers and the 
government, and translate this into concrete policy proposals. 


